Smaller than the MH-53s or the HH-60s, the UH-1s were in some ways more versatile. International Airport, where there were medical treatment personnel, equipment and supplies, and where air and surface transportation resources were being concentrated for evacuation to designated shelter areas beyond the disaster region. The first week in September exposed a growing breakdown of law and order in New Orleans. Thousands of refugees, lacking adequate food, drink, plumbing, air conditioning, and space, crowded at the Superdome and the convention center, where violence threatened to erupt. Desperate people broke into grocery and drug stores in search of necessities, while others looted clothing and electronics stores for items to sell or barter. During the first nine days of September, hosts of USAF C-130s and Air National Guard KC-135s airlifted U.S. Army and Army National Guard troops from various parts of the country to New Orleans during the first nine days of September.
Between Sep 3 and 8, thirty-three C-17 missions airlifted troops of the 82d Airborne Division from Fort Bragg, NC, to New Orleans. C-5s, the largest airplanes in the Air Force, also airlifted division troops to the city.
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The Air Force airlifted not only emergency personnel into the disaster area, but also some 11,450 tons of equipment, supplies, and vehicles. For example, between September 8 and 11, four C-17s and two C-5s carried large water pumps from Ramstein Air Base in Germany to New Orleans to expel flood waters from the city. Other C-5s 
